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April 3, 2020 
 
Dear Tenafly School Community, 
 
While I wish this found each and every one of you healthy and well, I know it does not.  To those of you 
facing a personal/family health issue or related struggle, please know that positive thoughts and wishes of 
strength, healing and full recovery are being sent to you and yours.  As always, please reach out to your 
school community for any assistance we might be able to provide.  
 
Our schools remain closed, indefinitely, under the order of Governor Murphy.  We expect to receive more 
information on the duration of the closure no sooner than April 17th.  However, with social distancing 
measures in place for the remainder of April, we are anticipating that virtual learning will continue for at least 
three weeks following our return from Spring Break.   
 
In recent days, our district has received reports of presumptive and confirmed COVID-19 cases within our 
community.  Unfortunately, the expectation of those in the medical field is that these reports will continue to 
be received at increased numbers in the days and weeks ahead.  Please join us in sending positive 
thoughts to those affected directly by this virus. 
 
If you feel sick or believe you might have symptoms of COVID-19, PLEASE contact your physician by 
phone to be provided with next steps.  You may also utilize the services of the NJ Department of Health: 

 Call 2-1-1 

 Call:  1-800-962-1253 

 Text COVID to 898-211 

 Visit https://covid19.nj.gov/ for more information 

Any student or staff who is confirmed positive or is deemed presumptively positive at the time of testing is 
encouraged to contact your principal so that the school may follow its required reporting procedures with the 
NJDOE. 
 
As numbers continue to rise in and around our county, our hearts remain heavy for those most 
affected.  Most recently, we have received news of educators in our section of New Jersey whose lives 
have been cut way too short due to the violence of this virus.  We cannot stress enough to all parents, 
students, staff and community members to PLEASE continue following the recommended and directed 
precautions especially over spring break: 

 Stay Home whenever possible 

 Get fresh air and exercise, but maintain a minimum 6ft. distance from others 

 Wash your hands thoroughly often, especially when you return from an essential trip to the 
foodstore or pharmacy 

 Sneeze into tissues, and throw the tissues away immediately (do not put in a pocket) 

 Cough into your sleeve 

 After sneezing or coughing, wash your hands 
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 Clean and disinfect frequently-touched surfaces such as: 
o Table/Countertops 
o Doorknobs 
o Light switches 
o Desks 
o Phones 
o Keyboards 
o Remotes 
o Toilets 
o Faucets 
o Sinks 

 Stay healthily connected with others in ways that promote social distancing 
o Text, call, Facetime, or do a virtual meet/get together 
o Commit to serving a cause with other friends/families 

 
For those of you who are first responders, medical professionals and medical support personnel, and 
essential personnel who continue on in your normal routines during such abnormal times, please know you 
are valued and your work is so appreciated.  Stay safe, healthy and well!  Thank you for your service during 
this very difficult time.  
 
In  an effort to show such appreciation and well wishes to these special hard-working individuals, a Tenafly 
family has created @Togetherwethank, an Instagram account for the entire Tenafly community to post their 
thanks and cheers for these champions via letters and drawings.  This same site is also being used to reach 
out to those patients dealing directly with COVID-19. 
 
Encourage your friends and families to join you in sending letters and drawings to 
togetherwethank@gmail.com .  Submissions should not include students’ last names or address.  The 
submissions will be screened then posted throughout the day.  To make this even more special, 
arrangements have been made with Hackensack University Medical Center to play these postings 
throughout their network of hospitals for the doctors and patients to uplift their spirits and keep them 
motivated.  
 
Additionally, the Borough of Tenafly recognizes that COVID-19 has put a financial strain on countless 
businesses and families across the country and more recently right here in our beloved Tenafly, NJ.  In an 
effort to support both the affected Tenafly restaurants and Tenafly families, a Go Fund Me event has been 

started.  For more information and/or to make a donation, please visit:  Tenaflycares: 20restaurants, 
3000meals, onecommunity  

 
If you have not yet done so, please register for the 2020 Census and be counted!  Remember that doing so 
is a contribution to your community, as these numbers are critical to funding for the next decade.  Please 
visit https://my2020census.gov/ 
 
As we press pause on remote learning for the upcoming week, we encourage students and parents to 
explore the collection of resources put together by our administrative and teaching staff.  Go to  Spring 
Break 2020 Activities on the Parent Tab of our TPS Remote Learning Center website for a plethora of ideas 
for students at all grade levels.  This is a live document, so be sure to visit it frequently for updates and 
additions. 
 
There is no denying that holidays, events, and even seasons have come to take on a new (but temporary) 
look over the course of the last month.  While Spring Break, Passover and Easter 2020 may not have the 
traditional celebrations, gatherings and appearance, we do hope they continue to provide that which is 
perhaps most important:  peace, serenity, and blessings.  School reopens (virtually) on Monday, April 10th 
and we look forward to the continued growth of all students during the duration of this educational 
journey.  We hope everyone comes back refreshed, energized and ready to endure whatever length of time 
awaits us.   
 

mailto:togetherwethank@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/nj48y-tenaflycares20restaurants3000mealsonecommunity?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/nj48y-tenaflycares20restaurants3000mealsonecommunity?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://my2020census.gov/
https://www.tenaflyschools.org/Page/16802
https://www.tenaflyschools.org/Page/16802
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Just remember, every week we are apart is a week closer to us being back together.   
 
A special note to our superstar students of Tenafly:  Stay strong, Tigers.  We know this is rough, to say the 
least.  Your endurance and resiliency through this has been remarkable!  To see your smiles on social 
media and to hear stories of your in-depth discussions and shared laughter in virtual classrooms is a 
testament to your adaptability, your grit and your inner strength. The education you are getting right now - 
and giving to others - can be replicated by no textbook nor taught by any professor.  
 
We admire you, we commend you and we miss you more than words could ever express.   
 
Health and Happiness to all in the Week Ahead,    
 
Shauna C. DeMarco 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

 


